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Abstract 

Primary education is the education given in institutions for children aged 6 to 
11plus. Since the rest of education system is built upon it, primary education is 
the key to success or failure of the whole system. It means therefore that if the 
product of the primary school system is bad, its effect in the society will be 
adversely brutal and despicable. The child’s early experiences in the school, 
ranging from type of control, degree of interaction and classroom 
temperament, and teacher / learner relationship for individual capacity 
building contribute to the formative life of the child. This paper therefore 
discussed the challenges facing the implementation of primary education in 
Nigeria and the prospects for child development and wellbeing, as a reliable 
foundation for nation building. It further examined the ways of motivating and 
training the teacher for higher productivity aimed at reorganizing and 
reengaging the child to a more productive capacity. It was recommended 
among other issues that for effective child development programme by 
teachers to succeed, interventions that could promote good citizenship through 
building of values in children should be encouraged  
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The foundation upon which every academic endeavor is established is traceable 
to primary education. Being a base in which every child’s formal education begins, 
FRN 2013 advocates that;    
a) Teaching shall be practical, exploratory and experimental methods. 
 
b)   The medium of instruction shall be language of the environment for the first three 

years. During this period, English shall be taught as a subject. 
 
c) From the fourth year, English shall progressively be used as a medium of 

instruction and the language of immediate environment and French shall be taught 
as subjects.  

 
In view of the above, it is glaring indeed that education of the child has its 

genesis from the home the child comes from. The home plays a major role in the 
formative stage of every child. It prepares him or her towards embracing the strict 
nuances and formal rules of the primary school. As the child grows up, Prescott (2010) 
observed that when deprived of nurturing, if denied human touch, often fail to grow and 
thrive. The primary school is therefore a receiving arena, an abode within which a child 
is introduced to life away from home. Here, the child experiences diverse behavioural 
tendencies from other children and makes unconscious decisions which invariably 
culminate in a new personality in that child. The gathering of this personality in the 
various children from diverse parental backgrounds, with yet unfounded human 
characteristics lays a major foundation in the life of the child, traceable to the primary 
school.  Here, the child is introduced to a formal organization of school activities with 
strict rules and set down goals, to better his or her personality.   The live nerve of all its 
academic activity however, is the teacher.  

 
As emphasized by Agabi (2002), the teacher is a senior partner in the class.  

The success of every school child therefore, is a clear reflection of the teacher’s quality 
and an exhibition of the child’s exposure to qualitative educative activities within the 
school. In pursuance of a goal oriented Primary education, the early parental training 
given to the child from birth has optimum influence on the child’s moral and 
interpersonal relationships. The degree of care and love that a child receives in the early 
years as enunciated by Wendorf (2004), dictates the child’s sense of relationship with 
other children, to the society and to himself or herself. It is then the responsibility of the 
teacher to manage these diverse behaviors in the children, nurture them to a more 
disciplinary horizon and expose them to a more acceptable ground through curricular 
and extracurricular activities of the school system . The school activities are used as 
tools for diagnosis, to discover creative potentials in the children that could be 
strengthened or encouraged, and design ways of managing negative tendencies that 

Journal of Assertiveness  
 



173 
 

Journal of Assertiveness, Volume 10 No. 1, June, 2016 

need to be extinguished or exterminated in the children for the benefit of the child, the 
family and the growth of the society.  

 
Incidentally, it is common knowledge that in most of the public and 

government primary schools, less attention is given to the training and monitoring of 
the activities of children by most teachers, especially within this dispensation of free 
and compulsory universal basic education. Every little child is vulnerable and the 
activities of the child, very deceitful.  Any oversight at the activities of the children 
particularly at the early stage of primary education can spell doom for the society 
because, as Bornstein (2002) asserted, the bad fruit and failure being reaped today date 
back to bad seed sown by parents, especially during the formative years. Arnold, E. A. 
(2006) cautioned that although parents are sensitive to their children’s growth, more 
concern should be shown over the affairs of the children and the direction which growth 
is taking. In school, the teacher oversees the activities and academic affairs of the child 
and takes over the parental responsibility, exerting discipline on the child and instilling 
some sense of initiative in him or her, for good and relevant decision making at 
appropriate times. 

 
Primary education is the bedrock of every life’s endeavour and the mentor of 

every activity in the child is the teacher. Any neglect the child suffers, in the hands of 
the teacher injects serious mental, economic, social and psychological quack mire into 
the society and the manifestation of its resultant effect develops with time and events. 
The growth and development of the child lies in the hands of the teacher, the family and 
the peers. The church holds the spiritual and moral norms of every being which is 
complimentary to basic teachings, guidance and ethics of the academic environment 
and the family. 

 
Today, our children are faced with the challenges of poor communication, 

societal nuisance, examination malpractices, attitudinal malfunctions and all forms of 
irresponsibility. From where do these children experience all these? It would be 
ridiculous to blame these woes exclusively on the nation educational system. We cannot 
disassociate ourselves from all these because as Agabi and Okorie (2002) noted that 
“The teacher sets the tone and the student follows”. The past years up to early 1980s 
experienced the training of children in the acquisition and mastery of skills like basket 
making, mat weaving, and the production of foot mat, hats, brooms, brushes, and other 
relevant skills. These products were finally sold either to teachers or traders within the 
society. The money realized from the sales was accounted for and prudently used for 
the good of the child and the school as a whole. This was a great lesson and functional 
teaching to the child on how to become self reliant, committed and prudent manager of 
the family. These were aspects of programmes embedded in the curriculum, broadly 
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designed to mould and prepare the child, equip him with the basic skills with which to 
feed on in his later years. As it can be acknowledged, there have been definite attempts 
in developing strategies for the revitalization of the polity and making of the child. 
Typical examples of the projects include the Universal Primary Education (UPE) in the 
1970’s, the Universal Basic Education (UBE) of the recent times, and the NTI (National 
Teacher’s Institute. How functional and effective these programmes have been and how 
they have impacted on the lives of our children is left for you and I to assess. Some of 
the programmes were designed with good intentions but were flawed by insincerity in 
the implementation. Example, the National Teachers Institute (NTI) programme that 
was designed as a crash programme for making of teachers by the Colleges of 
Education was shifted to the National Teachers Institute, Kaduna. The effect of the 
infighting was suffered by the Nigerian Child who saw and experienced incomplete 
professionals and mediocre as teachers.  

 
The challenges of primary education can only be faced through functional 

approach to teaching. The creation of more skill development programmes in the 
curriculum, and a diversified attention to a more pragmatic instructional delivery will 
lay a rich foundation for economic development of the nation and imbue in the 
individual, self reliance and a feeling of unstoppable productivity. Such skill 
development programmes include art and craft, music, creative arts in drawing and 
carving, sewing, cookery,  weaving, sculpting, portrait, costuming, makeup to mention 
but a few. The functionality of teaching these can only be experienced in the activities 
of the child who is otherwise called the learner, whose projections are drawn from the 
professional competence of the teacher and the standard and quality of the educational 
curriculum.  The child becomes motivated when satisfied with what he is taught. The 
teacher whose attitude towards the learner is a driving force to functional and result 
oriented delivery, becomes rewarded when his wards in the class perform well. It is 
pertinent therefore, to sustain the child’s interest through more learner centered, 
practical and other result oriented processes of teaching/learning. This is indeed a 
challenge that demands the attention of parents, teachers and the society as a whole.  
 
Child Development and Value Building 
 

The family, the school and the society should be directly involved in the education 
of the child.  

It is the dream of every family to experience a nation where the primary 
essence of educating the child is to instill in the child, a permanent change in behaviour. 
The change which should progressively affect his environment, is an embodiment of 
positive initiatives developed over a good period of time through attachment to parental 
upbringing and then, to self realization through primary school education. It is the 
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responsibility of the family, the school and the society at large, to educate and guide the 
child. The family is the most dependable centre of child development because as stated 
by Sayer (2006), the family is the area in which virtually the entire range of human 
experience can take place. The good experiences include love, tenderness, honesty, 
communal sharing, egalitarian decision making, formal status hierarchies and property. 
So, every activity of any child stems from the teacher, developed through the home and 
implemented in the society where the child shares the common beliefs and gains certain 
traits.  

 
While it is the desire of every being to gain knowledge, the ability to utilize this 

knowledge into gainful and credible function makes the child a successful being or a 
societal failure. As the child operates, the capacity of monitoring either from the home, 
school or environment influences his wellbeing. The effect of this monitoring is 
translated into guidance, advise or control aimed at redirecting the child’s activities for 
the better. The functionality of these monitoring traits is imbued in the activities of the 
teacher, the parents, the brothers and the sisters, as well as the peers who for certain 
reasons, are upheld as models. If the child experiences such traits as honesty, love and 
fair sharing, he will get adapted to them and grow up with them. That is why the Bible 
stresses thus…”Teach the child the way he should go and he will not stay from it while 
he lives”(Christian Community Bible – Proverbs, chapter 22 verse 6). Elvin (2003) 
confirmed this through Aristotle’s concept: 

 

“that the young must be taught those useful arts that is 
indispensably necessary, they must participate in such 
useful arts as will not render the person who participates 
in them vulgar. A task, and also an art or a science must be 
deemed vulgar if it renders the body or soul or mind of free 
men useless for the employments and actions of virtue, 
hence we entitle vulgar, all such arts as deteriorate the 
conditions of the body and also the industries that earn 
wages for they make the mind preoccupied and degraded” 
 

A child, whose educational and behavioural activities are closely and positively 
guided, demonstrates exceptional qualities and acts with commitment. Those virtues 
that are destructive will be avoided for good while the child’s uprightness will bring 
glory to the family and friends. Good guidance is a means to optimum inculcation of 
value in a child. It consists of practices derived from cultural patterns and beliefs. 
According to Iliya (2000), it includes the type of control, degree of care, and emotional 
tone of the home. It is probably the most challenging responsibility for parents and 
teachers especially during the formative stage of child development. Darling and 
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Steinberg (2008) eulogized that how a child is raised or the parenting style, influences 
the child’s behaviour and psychological development and affects how successful he/she 
can be later in life.  
 
There should be Monitoring Strategies.   

Well articulated strategies if well implemented, transmit into attitudes that 
permeate the entire human system for the good of the individual and the society. Child 
development is a responsibility in the path of parents and teachers, but an experience to 
the child per se. There should therefore be more aggressive and result oriented 
monitoring strategies aimed at building in the child, a more accommodating and 
friendly personality, that should involve the sub heads and the supervisors to the 
teachers. To qualify for this supervisory status, one must be tested and confirmed 
through his experiences, records of activities, diligence and dedication to duty. This 
exercise, in the view of Martin (2010), involved task analysis, testing the capabilities of 
the children, analyzing the learner’s work sample, reviewing notebook, teachers’ 
diaries, examination questions, scripts and so on. The records kept by other teachers on 
the group of learners (old records of work done) as well as learner’s interest inventories 
and skills test are perfect accessories in the monitoring process. Effective coordination 
of the monitoring strategies culminates in a lasting organization of the learners’ 
attitudes and performances. As the child is at the receiving end of all activities, the most 
important component of the child’s development is the positive change he 
exhibits…Once adapted and imbibed, Evans (2001) noted, forms part of integral 
approach to child survival, growth, and development.  
 
There Should be Consistent and Proper Evaluation of the child’s Activities 

Evaluation is one major diagnostic tool for assessing quality in the learner. 
According to Agabi and Okorie (2002), if after all evaluation exercises, the teacher 
finds out that learners are still deficient in knowledge, attitudes and skills necessary for 
the new instructional goals, it becomes his responsibility to derive ways of adequately 
preparing the learners. Hoy and Forsyth (1986), suggest that if learner deficiency is 
widespread, the prescription should be written into the instructional objectives, but if 
very few of the learners seem unready, the teacher should develop some individual 
remediation plans to prepare them to benefit from the non learner experiences. The 
question now is, to what extent are our children’s performances and activities 
monitored today in schools? The truth remains that the teachers pay little or no attention 
to monitoring and feedback. 
 
The Teacher’s Supervision and Motivation 

“Supervision is the exercise of general superintendence over activities of 
functionaries in an establishment “(Whawo, 2000). It involves a system of mobilizing 

Journal of Assertiveness  
 



177 
 

Journal of Assertiveness, Volume 10 No. 1, June, 2016 

staff through the provision of guidance, advise, encouragement and motivation in the 
discharge of their duties. Through the supervision process, the supervises are 
encouraged to improve on their job performances. 

 
Supervision as extracted from Patricia Okoro’s article on supervision of schools 

in Nigeria – problems and solution (Journal of Education Development) is “that phase 
of school administration which focuses primarily upon the achievement of the 
appropriate instructional expectations of educational system. 

 
Supervision carries with it, the elements of revitalization of functions, 

reconstitution of ideas and redirection of activities for the benefit of the supervisee and 
the realization of the basic goals of education for the development of the learner. This is 
achieved through the interaction between the supervisor and the supervisees and 
through the teaching process.  

 
As a master of all masters, a teacher of all teachers, a supervisor is highly 

professional in attitude and virtue, rich in public relation, a great psychologist, creative 
and mature in approach to situations. His leadership skills are envisaged with great 
versatility and incomparable dexterity. With all these qualities, supervisory roles are 
supposed to inject into the teacher, virtues and values that would urgently change the 
educational community into a more disciplined and attractive horizon. Unfortunately, 
there seems to be no impact in today’s educational process. Our teachers are free and 
laissez faire and could only blame it on the government… the sole sponsors of every 
program for which the implementers manipulate for self-aggrandizement. Principals, 
headmasters and their deputies perform supervisory roles as they provide advice in 
order to improve the academic development of the teachers and the learners. In other 
capacities, parents, ministry of education personnel, community leaders also render 
supervisory services culminating in: 

 

- The provision of information to the ministry of education advisory committee 
planning purpose. 

 
- Allocation of appropriate fund and scholars to schools and who make exceptional 

inputs during competitions and exams. 
 
- Provision of amenities: textbooks, instructional material and other relevant 

facilities. 
 
- Assessing the functionality of the curriculum. 
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There should be continuity 
Continuous and steady supervision of teachers exposes the capabilities and 

weakness of every teacher and paves way for improvement on the path of the 
supervisees. 
 
Conclusions 

It is our responsibilities as teachers to experiment with our creative powers, 
apply our academic charisma, exhibit the special skills we have acquired and developed 
over the years, and study the children under our care in addition to the laid-down 
policies in education. By so doing, we can come up with a new more functional 
ideology for making a versatile Nigeria child. “Teachers of our dream should be able to 
undertake a number of professional activities within and outside the classroom” (Mkpa, 
2005). These activities should be characterized with a high sense of purpose, 
commitment and dedication to duty. Indeed, the activities of a productive teacher will 
manifest an acceptable professional behaviour as  
(a) Being sensitive to the needs and feelings of the child. 
(b) Exhibiting desirable norms by being punctual and regular to activities 
(c) Being morally uprights as well as being generally good, neat and loving. 
(d) Being sensitive to the organizational structure of child training. 

 
It is pertinent to note that primary education is originally designed to be result 

oriented. As its programmes develop into the present millennium era, education 
planners must embrace the views and ideas of the public for posterity. According to 
Nwadiani (2000), education in Nigeria as it is practiced across time, is public imposed”. 
The plan is made on their behalf with the belief that they know the needs of the people”. 
Need assessment is rarely undertaken. According to policy makers, the public will 
always support any assessment if rarely undertaken. According to policy makers, the 
public will always support any educational services being provided. This has proved 
otherwise. There have been constant failures in the execution and implementation of 
programmes at the primary level of education due to negligence and unnecessary 
assumptions by the policy makers. This becomes more catastrophic when the societal 
values and people’s expectations are overlooked or at best, “peripherally incorporated” 
(Nwadiani, 2000). The Nigerian child is the substance of every educational programme. 
Anything done to overlook or show oversight concerning the Nigerian child brings 
about failure in primary education. The government should make every provision 
necessary to lay a good and functional foundation for every Nigerian child if primary 
education must succeed. 
 
 
\ 
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